
STRI  NGV I  LLE

S t r j nqv j l l e  j s  one  o f  t he  f ew  B lueg rass  bands  t ha t  i s  p l a . y j ng

" i n  l 1es t  Ge rmany .  l i l a r t i n  Beckman  i s  t he  gu i t a r i s t  and  l ead  s i nge r  o f

t he  band .  l l e  i  s  f  r om Ande rson ,  Sou th  Ca ro l  i  na ,  and  s ta r ^ ted  p ' l  av i  ng

B l  ueq rass  abou t  
. | , 3  yea rs  ago .  I n  t he  s ta tes  he  s ta r [ ed  p l  aV i  ng  i  n  a

l oca l  g roup  wh i ch  ' i n c l uc l ed  A l  0s teen  on  ban io ,  Lew is  0s1 :een  on  bass ,

Lance  Le roy  on  f  i c l c l l e  and  Ve rnon  Ro land  on  mando l i n .  I t r  
. I 965  

he  s ta r t -

ed  p l ay i no  i n  t he  o r i g i na l  g roup  ca l l ed  "The  D i x j e  B lueq rass  [ ] oys "

w - i t h  A l  on  ban jo ,  La r r y  Je f f e r son  on  mando l  i  n ,  Cu r t i  s  B ' l  ackwe l  I  on

gu i t a r ,  and  Randa l l  Co l l i n s  on  f i dd le .  La te r  he  and  A l  wen t  on  t . o

A t l an ta ,  Geo rg ia ,  anc l  f o rn red  t he  house  banc l  a t  S i x  F1  ag t ;  ove r  Geo rc l i a .

l 4a r t i n  now  l i ves  i n  Fue r th ,  Bava r j a ,  l Jes t  Ge rmany ,  whe r t :  he  p i ayed

jn  t he  band  "Ku lawee"  un t j l  
- l 978 .  

I n  t h j s  band  Chuck  R t l e  p i ayed

ban jo  and  Me l  v  j  n  L i  ndsay  was  on  rnando l  i  n .  I n  1979  a t  t l r e  E r l  angen

gpen-a i  r  Fo l  k  [ : es t i  va l  l { a r t  i  n  me t  Rud i  ! -4e rke l  and  S tephan  14 i  I  t enbe r r )e r

w i t h  whom he  s ta r t ed  h i s  p resen t  band  ca l l ed  " s t r i ngv i l ' l  e "

Rud i  t , l e r ke l  p l  ays  the  ban jo ,  au tohdFP,  anc l  dob ro  ,  l l e  s ta r ted

p lay i ng  t he  ban jo  i n  
. l 973  

a f t e r  hea r i ng  o l d - t i n re  ban io i : ; t  De r ro l  Adams

a t  a  Eu ropean  Fo l  k  Fes t i va l  .  Two  yea rs  I  a te r  Rud i  was  i t  t nember  o f  t he

band  "L ' i be r t y  Va lance " .  I n  1977  t h i s  band  pa r t ed  anc l  t t l  con t i nue  p l ay *

i ng  i n  a  B lueg rass  g roup  Rud j  s t a r t ed  t he  band  "Ho tch -P t l t ch "  wh i ch

inc l uded  Rud i  on  ban jo ,  He ine r  Hue tnmer ,  and  He lmu t  Ho lo l l ek .  
' f he  

g r0up

d id  no t  have  a  mando l i n  p l aye r  un t i l  Rud i  was  ab le  t o  p r l r sude  a  f r i end

S te fan  M i l f enbe rge r  i n t o  p ' l  ay i ng  one .  "Ho tch -Po tch "  ha rJ  many  pe r f o rman -

ces  j  n  c l  ubs  ,  you th  cen te r s  and  f es t ' i va l  s  ,  espec i  a1  1y  i  r t  t he  No r th

Bava r i  an  a rea .  The  g roup  was  a l  so  on  a  t h ree  week  t ou r  t h rough  Po l  and ,

wh i ch  was  o rgan i sed  by  t he  E r ' l  angen  Cu l t u re  Cen te r .  As  , 1  s tud io  m t i s ' i  c ' i an ,
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Rud j  r eco rded  r v i t h  Ge rman  f o l ks i nge r  Guen the r  S toesse l  .

S t ,e fan  M i  l  t enbe rge r  p l  ays  the  mando l  i  n  w i  t h  S t r i  ne tv i  l  l  e  and  though t

up  the  name o f  t he  g roup .  He  was  once  a  member  o f  t he  Ge : rman  f ro l  kg roup

"He l l e rb runne r  l l e r vensaege " .  He  recen t l y  s t a r t ed  p ' l  ay i ng t  f i dd l e  and  j s

i n te re ' s t ed ,  i n  o l d - t ime  mus i c .

S tephan  Posch  i  s  t he  bass  p l  aye r  w i  t h  t he  band  "  l - 1e  s ta r ted  l  ea rn i  ng

the  bass  i h  schoo l  and  was  a  fo rmer  mernber  o f  t he  g roup  "S te f  t e1  sc f t c l r sch " .

I n  t h i s  band  t he i r  mus i c  was  o l d  Gen ran  Fo l k  wh i ch  i s  a  I i t t l e  I  i ke  B lueq rass .

l ' l e  now en joys  p la . y ing  B i l ' ueg rass  mus ic .

S t r i nqv i l l e  p1a . ys  more  t r ad i t i ona l  B luegv 'ass  (Momroe ,F la t t  &  Sc ruggs ,

S tan ley ,e t c ,  ) .  They  a l  so  change  t he i r  p rog rams  t . o  t he  w i shes  o f  t he  aud ience , ,

S t r i ngv j l l e  i s  we l l  known  to  t he  peop le  o f  No r the rn  Bava r i a , t h rough  a  debu t

on  t he  Th i rd  Ge rman  Rad jo ,  f r om appea rences  a t  t he  E r l angen  Open -a i r  l r o l k

Fes t i  va l  and  the  I ' l u rnbe rg  B l  ueg rass  Fes t i  va l  ,  t o  p re fo rmances  i  n  a l  I  t he  c l  I " l b : ; ,

pubs ,  and  s tuden t  cen te r s -  S t r j ngv i l l e  has  b rough t  B lueg rass  t o  Ge rn tany .


